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3.—Numerical Changes in the Population of the Provinces through Natural Increase
and Migration 1941-51, 1951-56 and 1956-61

Natural Population Increase . Net
Increase according to Census Migration

Province
1941-51 | 1951-56 | 1956-61 | 1941-51 | 1951-56 | 1056-61 (| 1941-51 | 1951-56 | 1956-61

51,851 59,145 53,658 42,779 +1,807 | —16,366
15,802 8,959 8,662 3,382 856 5.344 | —12,420 | —8.103 —3,318

,971
116,527 98,206 | 125,585 | 347,34 233,254 | 230,618 +230 822 |4+135,048 | +105,033
Canadat...... 1,972,394 1,473,211 1,674,987 |2,141,358 (2,071,362 (2,157,456 |-+168,964 {598,151 | 482,469

1 Includes the Yukon and Northwest Territories.

The earlier movement of population in Canada from east to west has not been apparent
since the 1920’s.  Although British Columbis has continued to show population gains from
migration since 1931, much of this gain has been at the expense of the Prairie Provinces.
Although the three Prairie Provinces lost by migration about 267,000 persons between 1941
and 1951, they gained 25,000 in the period 1951-56 and 18,000 in the period 1956-61.
Manitoba lost almost 61,000 people between 1941 and 1951 but only 5,000 persons since
then. Saskatchewan has been a consistent loser since 1941, losing on the average almost
20,000 a year during the 1940’s and around 8,000 a year during the 1950’s. Alberta lost
only about 7,000 in the decade 1941-51 and gained close to 65,000 in each of the five-year
periods 1951-56 and 1956-61. British Columbia gained through migration at the rate of
about 23,000 a year during the 1940’s, about 27,000 a year in the first half of the 1950’s and
21,000 annually in the 1956-61 period. On an absolute basis, Ontario received more
people through migration than did British Columbia but, in relation to its larger popula-
tion, the gain was only about one third as important. Most of Ontario’s growth through
migration was from immigration rather than interprovincial movement of population.
Quebec had a slight loss between 1941 and 1951 and a considerable gain in the next ten
years, due also to immigration. The Maritimes as a whole lost 175,000 persons over the
quarter-century.

MOBILITY OF CANADA’S POPULATION, 1956-1961*

Spatial mobility of people within the national boundaries is one of the basic factors
in changing the size of local populations. In areas of major in-migration or out-migration
it is likely to alter their population structure as well, since migration tends to be highly
selective with respect to certain characteristics of individuals and families involved.
Unattached young adults, for example, are likely to be more foot-loose than middle-aged
family heads assuming heavy responsibilities both at home and at work. Changes gener-
ated by migration in a local population, in turn, will have compounded effects on its
future trends by either accelerating or decelerating population growth and structural
change. In communities that have been subject to a large influx of young adults, growth
dynamics will be strengthened; in communities of origin of young migrants the process
of aging and slackening of population growth will be likely to set in. Furthermore, both
the immediate and long-range demographic changes set forth by migration will have far-
reaching social and economic repercussions. Service demands, housing needs, labour
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